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March - May

A Small Revival
By Cheryl Nekvapil

It is over 2 years since we last put together a
full news-sheet, substituting it with midweekly news and weekly Sunday
contemplations sent out by email.
Some of you have lamented that it had fallen
out of publication. So, when Gaby Brunsdon
volunteered to help us put together, in print,
soft and hard copies of a range of
information, news, contemplations and
‘whatever’, we decided to revive our quarterly
newssheet. And here it is.
As much of the content reflects our
community life in the past months, my
contribution touches on what we have
planned as presentations and events in the
near future, in addition to the heartbeat of
our regular activities.
It will all make sense if you refer also to the
programme for March – May 2022. And it will
only become lived experience when we come
together and bring what is planned into the
life of our congregation. Then we inspire each
other for the Spirit, and enjoy our gatherings
along the Way.

Priest contact details:
Cheryl Nekvapil 0458 124 088
cherylnekvapil@yahoo.com
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email: theccmelbourne@gmail.com
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Website for Melbourne:
https://www.thechristiancommunity.net/
melbourne/
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Darryl Coonan 0447 881 957
darryl.coonan@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s email (for donations):
melb.treasurer@thechristiancommunity.net
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Veronika Plantener 0430 943 131
veronika.plantener@gmail.com

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY
— see the programme for a full schedule of special and regular events.

Sunday 6th March 11.15am: BAPTISMS
of Lucia and Aurelio Galoni – everyone
most welcome to share in giving this
joyous blessing.

Saturday 26th March 3pm –
5pm: The Industrial Revolution and the
Crucifixion of the Etheric Christ in the
nineteenth century. A talk by Christian
MacLean who is visiting from Edinburgh
in Scotland. Christian is the founding
editor of Floris Books and has g iven a
number of Anthroposphical talks over
the years for us, with an historical and
biog raphical perspective. Usually we
meet on the 3rd Saturday of the month,
but the date has been changed to
accommodate Christian’s schedule.

4pm Friday 18th – 11am Sunday 20th
March - Devoted to teaching and
fellowship, to breaking bread and to
prayers (Acts 2: 42) - a retreat will be
held at Wappan Station, Maindample
near Mansfield. Contact Cheryl
Nekvapil 0458124088 for more
information.
Wappan Station is on the shores of
Lake Eildon and has a chapel in which
we can celebrate Services just up the
hill from comfortable accommodation
and meeting rooms.

We will also have a farewell afternoontea at this event for Maria Garrido who
is relocating to live in Spain. Maria has
given so many provocative talks on
wide-ranging anthroposophical themes
at Uriel Events over the years, join us to
wholeheartedly thank her again and
say goodbye until we meet again.

Sunday 27th March 11.30am:
An International Perspective of The
Christian Community -- celebrating 100
years. A talk by Christian MacLean, who
has been actively involved in
publishing, lecturing, on Boards and
the International Foundation of The
Christian Community for 40 + years.
He’s directly experienced many
important events in that time and is a
great storyteller who will share with us
his stories, and those of others. He is
author of the book “Pioneers of
Religious Renewal” published by Floris
Books.

Saturday 16th April – 3pm -5pm
Holy Saturday: Event to be advised.
3pm – 5pm Saturday 21st May:
Biographical Moments Echoing On for a
Lifetime. Talk and conversation with
Madonna Holmes. Madonna has
completed training in Anthroposophical
therapeutic modalities including Holistic
Biog raphical Work, Extra Lesson and
Liane Collet d'Herbois Ar t Therapy. As a
teacher she has worked with children
and families in schools, as well as in
adult education in various courses. In
this presentation she will introduce
principles of biog raphical work and
guide us to find enduring threads in our
own stories.

HOLY WEEK – Palm Sunday 10th –
Saturday 16th April – see Programme
for this intensive following in the steps
of Jesus Christ through His ‘passion
and death’.
EASTER DAY – Sunday 17th April –
come to the Festival and the Services to
share in Community seeking the Life
that overcomes death and brings us
hope, faith and love.
URIEL EVENTS (sponsored by the
Ligsma Kirpe Trust and Anthroposophy
Victoria)
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The 2022 Summer Camp – “We have seen His Star in the East”
A personal response, from Margaret Skerry
We had experienced several days of temperatures in the high 30’s and also very hot nights in
Melbourne and the Christian Community Camp was due to start. The camp had been cancelled
at the last moment in each of the previous two years due to fire danger and border closures. I
decided I wasn’t going to miss this one due to my concerns about the heat so I bought a small
battery-powered fan and packed a spray bottle.

We travelled to the High-Country Camp and were met by Cheryl who showed us to our rooms
which were in blocks surrounded by gardens with shady trees and the farm animals just on the
other side of the fence – multi-coloured goats, young steers and Bambi the young spotted deer.
We signed up for working groups to prepare food, set up for meals and clean up after them. This
helped the big camp kitchen to run smoothly under the guidance of the gifted cooks from the
community who created nourishing meals and freshly baked rye or olive bread every day.
Our souls were also nourished. Various community members offered workshops which developed
over several days. I attended Qi Gong, calligraphy, archery and a Beatitudes/ biography workshop.
Others chose drawing, modelling, singing and drama workshops.
Ten minutes-walk (and a few minutes-drive) away was a beautiful big deep dam with canoes and
life jackets available. My childhood memory of leeches lurking on the edge of dams was soon
dispelled upon wading in, complete with life jacket, and cooling off with a leisurely Jloat-cumswim while much fun was had by those younger than me – which was most of the camp.
Each morning at 6.30 the Act of Consecration of the Human Being was celebrated in a tent set up on
the cool grass. Bird calls and the morning light enhanced the service until one day the weather
looked threatening and the ‘church’ was moved into a corner of the sports stadium which was woodpanelled part way up the walls. On the last night, it was in this corner, lit by candles only, that the
drama group presented the Three Kings Play with beautiful singing resonating in the huge room and
the star carried by the ‘angel’ glinting in the candle light. The morning and evening services and this
play gave us all such spiritual nourishment. Thank you to Cheryl and Lisa, the Servers, Claire and the
drama group.
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My experience was of a community that can nourish body soul and spirit with everyone
participating, recognized and valued whether young or old from Sydney Canberra or Melbourne.
This fulfilled a longing I did not think could be achieved especially during the covid pandemic. The
beautiful harmonies in our singing every day and Lisa’s ongoing story in this outdoor setting still
ring on in my memory.
Thank you to everyone on this wonderful camp. My faith hope and love for this world have been
strengthened and I saw strength initiative and joy in the young people – even the very young who
will take our dear world into the future guided by the Christ Star within.

Festival group - 3rd Sunday of the
month from 11.30 till 1pm (Not during
school holidays)
Would you like to join the newly forming
festival group?
We will study together, and deepen our
understanding (and inwardly prepare) the
festivals for the children during the course of
the year. We will start with getting an overview
of all the festivals we celebrate throughout the
year.
A second task for the group would be to
establish and maintain a permanent 'festival
table' for the children at church. As we are
only starting out for this task, there are a
number of things we probably want to make,
to use on this table. So we will get busy with
our hands while meeting, and have some
lovely craft work to do.
As a third task there are the actual festivals to
prepare. For us priests it would be lovely to
share the many little and big preparations
involved with such a group. This ranges for
example from preparing the sowing of easter
wheat, organising pots, soil, seeds etc to
possibly planning a lantern walk... etc

The Bread of Life

Siddal

th

Elizabe

If you are interested send me an email:
veronika.plantener@gmail.com

By Rebecca Maxwell
No, man does not live by bread alone,
Nor by additional tasty spreads!
The zest is not in the mixture,
But in the taste of cognition!
The zest is in the light
Fired by recognition.
I taste, therefore I am
An involved recipient!
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Do I light up with the light of awareness?
Do I respond to the nudge of discovery?
Am I open to receive what is?
Or only wanting what I want?

Mission to Mansfield 23rd January 2022

photo by: Matthew Bond

Numerous attempts in the last year to
either have a retreat or meeting at the
request of members and friends in the
Mansfield community were cancelled due
to lockdowns. So now, Cheryl was not
going to let a cancelled conference at the
Mansfield Steiner School also derail her
concurrently planned meeting with
members and friends of The Christian
Community at Wappan Station . She was
on a mission to Mansfield. But after a full
day at church on Sunday, she asked if I
would accompany her on the 3 hour trip.
The driveway is so long at around 9 km, it
even has a name! Royaltown Rd leads you
to the lovely country estate called Wappan
Station with a view of Lake Eildon into
which flows, further south, the mighty
Goulburn River.

Sarah Tehan came to greet and host us at the old farm house where the main gathering took place.
There was a bountiful array of food and drink brought by the community of around a dozen to share
in an evening meal before the talk. As the day mellowed into twilight, Cheryl spoke on the theme
‘Walking with Christ’. This inspired many of the participants to walk to the chapel about 500 metres
way, across a paddock, for a Close of Day Service. It was still quite hot even at 8:30pm and in the
fading light we were greeted at the chapel by a flock of bleating sheep and lambs.
Used sporadically by some Franciscans from inner Melbourne, this remote chapel is a fine sacred
place in which to hold a Close of Day Service as nearly everything is already there, very little
preparation of the space is needed, unlike our summer camps where much effort is needed to set up
an altar. Before heading back to Melbourne on Monday morning, we had a lovely breakfast with
Sarah and James in the main farmhouse. This felt like the start of more visits to Wappan Station in
the future. Mission accomplished!
Matthew Bond

Committee Retreat January 2022

The Melbourne committee of management met from Friday 28th January 5pm until Saturday 29th
January 5pm at the church for the annual committee retreat.
We began the retreat on the Friday evening with the committee meeting, welcoming James our new
treasurer, sharing a lovely dinner and close of day service.
Robin had suggested the retreat theme of ‘discipleship’ which we all heartily supported and Saturday
was spent contemplating, sharing and discussing topics of and around discipleship that we had
prepared earlier.
As a committee member we are invited to share on the theme if we wish. I feel gratitude for this
experience to be encouraged to prepare and deliver a talk for our small group in a such a safe and
nurturing environment. For myself, I learnt much from all aspects of the retreat including;
preparing and offering my talk exploring ‘Follow Me’ and how can we follow the Christ, Robin’s
gospel study where she shared that “the pictures that come from the gospel (during a gospel study)
are offered to the spiritual realm and the spiritual realm replies to us”, Matthew’s artistic exercise
exploring where we individually were at the beginning of 2020 and where we are now, Rebecca’s
exploration of the word ‘committee’ and “how may we live lives of deeper connection and belonging”
and Cheryl’s introduction to a study of the 12 disciples and how we take on a “cosmic task when we
study a particular disciple”.
The time we spent together was a rich experience that brings a deeper connection amongst the
committee members as we go forward into the year ahead. You can see some of our explorations from
the ‘Caterpillars to Butterflys’ artworks in the church hallway. As the opportunity arises to join our
committee of management I highly recommend it as a further avenue of deepening connection to
community and Christ.
Lisa Pearson
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A Service with no Congregation – from a Server’s Perspective. - Kurt Horne
Melbourne’s last ‘snap’ lockdown went from Friday the 6th of August until Friday the 22nd of October
and lasted 77 days, forcing most business, clubs and organisations to shut down, when the city
reopened it was a very different place – even our church made changes that came from the higher up
with the changing of the name of our service from ‘The Act of Consecration of Man’ to ‘The Act of
Consecration of the Human Being’. Although this change was not in relation to Covid, it was another
sign of how things must have felt different to a congregation who had been away for so long.
Churches were allowed to remain ‘open’ during this long but final lockdown, well, sor t of open
- there is a catch, of course. Services were still allowed to go ahead with five people in the
chapel, the idea being that five people were enough to record a service so this could be
broadcast to the cong regation on a platform like Zoom, for example and we can thank
the hard work of the Anglican and Catholic church and other relig ious leaders for fighting to get
the leg islation passed for this to be allowed for all churches and places of worship in Victoria.
These had to be the same five people, so there was no possibility of there being an actual
attending cong regation in the church Chapel.
A service without a congregation?
The idea from our priests was to uphold the service and the spirit of the community despite the
congregation being unable to attend. Well, a physical congregation that is, but more on that
in a moment.
With so much of my own life shutting down with the lockdown, I decided to take it upon myself to
serve as much as possible for as many weeks as possible during the time of closure. This offered some
kind of service and routine outside of the working from home monotony during this time, I was
excited, I was intrigued, I had never served the right hand side before (I had only just learnt to serve
the left hand side at the start of the year) and now I was thrust into having to serve both sides at once
on most days. Most days it was just myself and the priest, Cheryl, with her guiding hands making up
for my lack of experience.
And an experience it was.
Steiner talks in depth about how the dead and the spirit world are with us all the time, about a thin
veil between our world and I have never felt this so strongly than during this period, whilst serving at
the church three times a week. There might have been no physical beings in the congregation, but
the chapel never felt empty. Was it the spirit of the service that filled this physically ‘empty’ space
during this time? Was it beings who have not yet ‘moved on’ to the spiritual realms who decided to
come and watch? Beings who are curious about the Christ and our service perhaps? To be honest I’ll
never know, but what I do know now, looking back on it all, is that the Chapel during the services of
the Christian Community, was never empty last year, even during the lockdowns.

The Christian Community relies entirely on financial contributions
of every member, friend and visitor.
Please contribute to support
the Priests, activities and
premises
through regular or
one-off donations to:

LOST PROPERTY
Please contact
the Office if
you are the
owner of these
lovely glasses.

The Christian Community Australia
Melbourne Inc
BSB 313 140,
Account No. 12260444

email: melb.treasurer@thechristiancommunity.net
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